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any defect, on that account, between you and I, 'twill be on my side; but I hope to be helped forward by you.
Sist. That was a kind of a wheedle, rather than a serious turn in his talk; and I suppose she took it so.
Eld. Sist. No, she took it otherwise, I assure you; for he might easily see she was not pleased: however, he went on, and told us a long story of a couple that were married, and were both very religious, and yet, said he, they never had any happiness, any agreement, or any practical religion in the family: this put me upon inquiry into the circumstances of it; Why madam, says he, one was of one opinion in religion, and one was of another; both of them were tenacious of their own opinion, and censorious of the other: one went to one place to worship, and one to another : one prayed to God in one part of the house, and one in another. Why, says I, they prayed to the same God I hope; sure charity might have taught them to have prayed together! So far from that, madam, says he, that they not only never prayed with one another, but I believe they scarce ever prayed for one another, in their lives, but looked upon one another as heathens and publicans, and such as God himself would not hear.
This was a sad family, sir, said I; but I hope there are very few such in this nation, where religion is so heartily espoused. Truly, madam, says he, it may teach us what occasion there is for us to seek out for religious wives, and to take care to be agreeable husbands to them, when we have them : and here he said a great many handsome things indeed, of the little concern men generally took upon themselves either to marry religious wives,, or to see